Ford Lauds 
Kissiiio ci- 
in Illinois 

By Edward VValsh 
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CHICAGO; Mirth 12 -1 
President Kortt, in a liniil 
day of campaigning herb bc- 
forc Tuesday's riUnois prl- 
nu»ry, U dt v strong!) de- 
i encir ! Srcceiary, of State 
Henry A. K singer. who in- 
crt»asin*!y !S becoming a 
centra! issue In the presi- 
dent ird campaign. 

Answering questions be 
2 5d0 s* ; ut 1 1 ? ri t s and i!:* -• 
u'ly num >(*, «. at Wheaton 
College 'vest of here, the 
J 'redden said l >. foreign 

)f'!n ; I. mot 

eonstnictu c 

i niigr those gireulu* 
stances." be said, "I would 
not, under an) circum* 
stances, want Henry KJs- 
Mazer to quit, period/* 

The President also told 
the Wheaton audience that 
he considers Kissinger ‘one 
tif the great Secretaries u( 
Slate/’ 

Later, in a speech before 
the Chicago Council of Pox 
eign Relations at the Palmer 
House, Mr. Ford said that 
Kissinger and Defense See 
ret ary Donald 1 1 umsfeid— 
often though of as rivals 
within the Ford adminis- 
traton — are working to- 

gether smoothly -taming 
out a single United States 
policy " 

Kissinger has come und; r 
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AsMsMnt Secret try of retary wouldn’t be 
State Alfred L. fRoy i Uher- 
ton Jr., has been * severely 

reprimanded*’ by Secretary 
o' State Henry \ Kissinger 
for briefing a writer too 
fully on Kissinger’s secret 
talks with Middle East lead 
eri. 

That announcement by 
the State Department yes- 
terday Climaxed what has 
become a minor cause celt- 
bre inside tbe US. diplo- 
Uiftt’c community. 

\thcrton, head of the Bu- 
reau of Near Eastern and 
South Asian Affairs, is 
Widdy suspected oi having 
been turned into a fail guy 
lor Kissinger. 

l’hat suspicion was 
roundly denied yesterday 
bv Deputy Under Secretary’ 

Lawrence S Eagleburgcr, 
who officially conducted the 
inquiry into the leak of 
classified information to 
Edward R, F. Sheehan 
writer of the article that 
appeared in the quarterly 
magazine. Foreign Policy/ 

The suspicion that Ather- 
ton is being used 35 a fall 
guy. Eaglebtirger said. 

“imputes . . . motives that go 
beyond the pale. . /* 

“ I would not he a party to 
making Hoy Atherton the 
fail guy on anything/’ Eagle- 
burger said. **He’s a long- 
time friend . . . And the sec- 






1 party 

to it.” 

In addition to the official, 
severe reprimand fur Ather- 
ton. a lesser reprimand was 

invert to Harold II. Saun- 
ders. formerly a deputy to 
Atherton, and now director 
of the Bureau of Intelli- 
gence and Research in the 
State Department. 

The two men were moti- 
vated by “good intentions” 
and “a desire to explain our 
Middle Fast policy and noth- 
ing more.” Eagle burger said, 
but “there was clearly a sub 
slant in I error in judgment'* 
in disclosing classified infor- 
mation to Sheehan. 

"This is a painful process 
tor everybody involved/* 
said Eaglobiirger. 

The State Department lias 
acknowledged that Kis- 
singer met with Sheehan at 
feast once for about 30 min- 
utes. and authorized senior 
officials "to he helpful” to 
Sheehan, a former l' S. in- 
formation officer in the 
Middle Last who was plan 
ni.ng a hook on Kissinger's 
"shuttle diplomacy.” Shee- 
han also met with Under 
Secretary Joseph J Sisco 
and Other officials. 

When the Sheehan article 
in the quarterly Foreign 
Policy was published last 
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Associated Pt*kx, 



V.ssistant Secretary of State Alfred L. 
\tfi rton. reprimanded liy Kissinger over 



‘leaks/’ greets Israeli Foreign Minister 
\ ual \lloii. right, uho arrived yesterday. 
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LEAK, From A1 

week, it contained unusually 

detailed and lengthy ex- 
changes of private conversa- 
tions between Kissinger and 
Arab and Israeli leaders. In 
more “normal leaks.” this 
information would be les> 
prominently scattered 

through the writing. 

Although the artiele was 
favorable to Kissinger, it-, 
publication came just after 
Kissinger’s denunciation of 
the House intelligence com- 
mittee headed by Rep. Utis 
G. Pike (D-X.Y.) for 
“McCarthyisrn” in leaks of 
classified documents. The 
ones leaked from the com- 
mittee were critical of Kis- 
singer. 

Atherton and Saunders 
arc among Kissinger’s most 
trusted lieutenants. They 
arc known as two of the 
most scrupulous officials in 
the department for carrying 
out iiis wishes in all mat- 
ters. especially dealings 
with the press, on which 
Kissinger is very sensitive. 

Nevertheless, according to 
authoritative sources. Kis- 
singer later “cooled down” 
on what he would do about 
it, these sources said. 

Eagle burger gave report- 
ers the following account 
yesterday: 

An examination of the 
problem began on Feb. 27. 



On .March 5* on Atherton’s 
return from an overseas 
trip, Atherton “told the 
secretary that he had in 
fact read to Mr. Sheehan 
from classified memoranda 
of conversation. 

“On March 9, Mr. Ather- 
ton voluntarily came for- 
ward with a letter to the 
secretary outlining his part 
in the matter and taking 
full responsibility for the 
decision to read to Mr 
Sheehan from classified 
memoranda . . 

Eagleburger emphasized 
that Atherton’s letter “was 
not solicited by anyone.” 

Eagleburger said: “The 

secretary [Kissinger] was al- 
most wholly uninvolved in 
Ibis." 

He said Sheehan had ap- 
proached Atherton, whom 
he knew, outlined his book 
project, and on April 18. 
1975. Atherton in a memo to 
Kissinger suggested author- 
izing briefings for Sheehan. 

Eagleburger said Ather- 
ton. in his letter, said he re- 
ceived Kissinger’s “general 
approval to give Mr. Shee- 
han background briefings.” 
To “supplement factual in- 
formation.” Eagleburger 
said, Atherton briefed Shee- 
han “orally from 
(Kissinger’s) memorandum 
of conversation, for the 
most part summarizing or 
paraphrasing selected por- 
tions . . 



No documents were given 
to Sheehan. Eagleburger 
said, nor any versions of 
president ini conversations. 
Saunders “on one occasion 
read briefly” to Sheehan 
from a memorandum, on 
Atherton’s authorization. 

Eagleburger said, “It is 
clear that there was a sub- 
stantial misunderstanding’* 
between Atherton and Shee- 
han over use of the brief- 
ings. 

In addition to the repri- 
mands, Eagleburger said all 
department officials arc be- 
ing cautioned that they “are 
not authorized to read from 
or use classified documents” 
to brief unauthorized per- 
sons. 

Eagleburger declined to 
speculate what affect the in- 
cident would have on the 49- 
year-old Atherton, who 




holds the permanent rank of 
career minister. 

One senior official said 
privately that there is wide- 
spread sympathy for Ath- 
erton in the State Depart 
merit, a broad belief that he 
“sacrificed himself,” and 
therefore his career should 
not suffer. 

Part of this belief that 
Atherton was a fall guy is 
the memory of a lend dis- 
pute in 1973. over a book by 
John Ncwhouse. “Cold. 
Dawn,” which contained sig- 
nificant secret information 
on U.S.-Soviet nuclear nego- 
tiations at the time when 
Kissinger was presidential 
national security affairs ad- 
viser. 

Kissinger disclaimed re- 
sponsibility for that leak, 
but lauded the book as 
“outstanding.” 




